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(57) Abstract: The method relates to a method of modulating quorum sensing in bacteria. Quorum sensing is inhibited using pep- 
tide hydrolases. This inhibition is used to prevent biofilm formation or to break down established biofilms and may also be used 

O to downregulate the production of virulence determinants by pathogenic bacteria. The invention also relates to the use of peptide 
hydrolase inhibitors for the upregulation of quorum sensing in bacteria, resulting in the overproduction of proteins and the use of 

j^- this system as an expression system. 
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